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The NCCU Food Festival Returns with a Bang after
the Pandemic: 33 Exotic Stalls Gathered Together

Article by Office of International Cooperation

The NCCU Food Festival commenced at noon on May
16th. Thirty-three stalls showcasing classic cuisine from
nineteen countries demonstrated the diverse yet inclusive
essence of the NCCU campus. It attracted numerous local
and international students who gathered at Ba De Avenue
to savor flavors from around the globe. This is the first time
the event has been held since the outbreak of the pandemic.
President Tsai-Yen Li, General Secretary of the Secretariat,
Pai-Lin Chen; Acting Vice President for Student Affairs Yen-
lung Tsai; Associate Vice President for Student Affairs Meng-
Hsuan Kuj; and Vice President for International Cooperation
Ching-Ping Tang were all invited to witness this historic
moment.

The opening ceremony began with a lion dance performance

T The opening ceremony began with a lion dance
performance from the Muzha Junior High School.(Photo
by Overseas Chinese Students Association)

< President Li personally visited each stall and tasted
the cuisine. (Photo by Overseas Chinese Students
Association)

from the Muzha Junior High School Lion Dance Troupe. The
four lion dancers moved in an orderly manner, accompanied
by magnificent drum beats, attracting many people to stop
and watch. Subsequently, the lion dance troupe performed
a sugar-throwing ceremony, and the audience eagerly
competed to catch the candies with blessings, bringing the
event to a climax. After a series of wonderful performances
by the NCCU Tap Dance Society and the Overseas Chinese
Students Association, the opening ceremony officially
marked the beginning of the NCCU Food Festival.

In President Li's opening remarks, he expressed gratitude
to the Office of Student Affairs, the Office of International
Cooperation, and the College of Foreign Languages for
their preparation and organization. He also thanked the
skies for granting such clear weather during a typically rainy
season. Additionally, he encouraged students to participate

The premier NCCU College of Commerce
exchange students’ soccer tournament

The organizers who initiated the soccer games: Javier
Vaquer, Ramon Llull University; Manuel Alvarez Jerez, |E
Business School; Nicolas Ollinger, Nova School of Business
& Economics and Mathieu le Borne, EM Strasbourg
Business School. (Photo by College of Commerce)

Article by College of Commerce

National Chengchi University (NCCU) has always been
a hub for cultural exchange, academic excellence, and
sporting events. On May 13th, the university made history
by hosting the first-ever College of Commerce Exchange
Student Soccer Championship at HuanShan Sports Center.
The event brought together exchange students from all over
the world to compete in a friendly yet competitive soccer
tournament.

The idea of the tournament was inspired by a group of
soccer players who wanted to make their games more
competitive. Mathieu le Borne from EM Strasbourg Business
School, France; Javier Vaquer from Ramon Llull University,
Spain; Nicolas Ollinger from Nova School of Business &
Economics, Portugal and Manuel Alvarez Jerez from IE
Business School, Spain organized the tournament. Soccer is
a common sports game in Europe, the home region of most
of the organizers.

The tournament was incredibly international, with 10 teams
representing France, Finland, Spain, Paraguay, Germany,
Taiwan, Kyrgyzstan, the UK, and others. The exchange
students competed enthusiastically, showcasing their skills
and playing with passion. The event was not only about
soccer; it provided an opportunity for exchange students
to meet and interact with each other. They shared their
cultures and experiences and made new friends. It was truly
a melting pot of cultures and ideas as there were more than
10 nationalities on the fields.

The tournament started in the early afternoon, with teams
arriving at the HuanShan Sports Center at 12 pm. The
weather was perfect for outdoor sports, the teams then
proceeded to warm up before the first game. The tournament
was divided into two groups of five teams each, with each
team playing four games. The top two teams from each
group would proceed to the semifinals and then the finals.

The games were competitive, with each team trying their
best to win. The players had different styles of play, with
some relying on speed and agility while others prioritized
teamwork and strategy. Nevertheless, the games were

Brian Hsiao a law student from Taiwan, focuses on the ball
while playing an important role as goalkeeper for the Taiwan
team in this championship. (Photo by College of Commerce)

in overseas exchanges and internships, experience and
understand the cultural characteristics of different countries,
and broaden their horizons.

After the opening ceremony, President Li personally
visited each stall, and the first stop was the food stall from
Paraguay. As the official language of Paraguay is Spanish,
Associate Vice President for Student Affairs Meng-Hsuan
Ku, who is also a professor in The Department of European
Languages and Cultures, took the initiative to communicate
and translate. The stall was run by three IDAS doctoral
students: Adriana greeted the guests, Pablo grilled chicken
and pork skewers, and Nadia made cheese balls (Chipa
Almidén). Each cheese ball was accompanied by a paper
note with a blessing written in the local Guarani language,
a gift from Nadia to the professors and fellow students.
Associate Vice President for Student Affairs Meng-Hsuan Ku,
who had visited Paraguay before, praised the cheese balls
after tasting them, exclaiming that they were as delicious as
she remembered.

There were also several stalls that caught the attention of
NCCU faculty and students with their hometown specialties.
The Russian food stall sold Olivye salad, raspberry jelly,
blini with mashed potatoes, kvass, and other local Russian
delicacies and drinks. The mashed potatoes were sold
out within ten minutes due to pre-orders. With the help of
Professor Helena from the department of Slavic Language
& Literatures, foreign students from the Czech Republic also
enthusiastically participated in the event, hoping to enhance
international exchanges between teachers and students.
Another popular stall was run by members of the NCCU
Vietnam Society (VSA NCCU). They were all dressed in
Vietnamese attire. Among the many dishes, the Viethamese-
style ham noodle soup was the most popular.

Team UPTP’22 from Paraguay with the golden trophy and ready
to celebrate their victory. (Photo by College of Commerce)

exciting to watch, with the audience cheering and applauding
every good play. The teams were evenly matched, with
no clear favorites. Each team had their strengths and
weaknesses, and it was a matter of who could exploit them
better. The games were also unpredictable, with some teams
staging comebacks and others conceding goals at crucial
moments.

Samuel Saily from Hanken School of Economics, Finland
was confident about bringing his team to victory, stating
that he had been playing soccer for years. He was glad that
there was such a game for exchange students to participate
in and a great way to spend time with classmates and fellow
exchange students outside the classroom.

The tournament was not just about soccer; it was also
an opportunity for exchange students to showcase their
talents and skills. It was a chance for them to represent their
countries and cultures and to learn from each other. The
tournament was a platform for them to build their confidence,
make new friends, and have fun.

Shayne Miller, an exchange student from ICHEC Brussels
Management School, Belgium, also expressed his motivation
to join the event, stating that he loves competitiveness in
sports. He had a lot of fun playing the game, but obviously,
signing up for a competitive game, he had expectations to
win and play his best to take the winning spot.
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