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Entering European Bars

to Find Out Cultural Marks in Alcohol:

IS LIQUOR ALWAYS BETTER
IN ONES HOMETOWN?

People from NCCU are on a Journey of
International Party Cultures

Article by YUE-SHENG, WEN/ Office of International Cooperation, NCCU

Boxes stacked in the corners of rooms, various collections of
beer caps, beer machines set up in dorms, and classmates
who are never sober — these are scenes seldom seen in
Taiwan; however, on the other side of the world, these are
daily aspects of life.

Browsing the different laws of countries in Europe, you
can find that even though the legal ages of purchasing and
drinking alcohol are almost all 18, there are still countries
where drinking age is 16 or under. Moreover, some countries
like Austria and Belgium determine drinking ages by alcohol
concentration and type. In Germany, 14-year-old teenagers
accompanied by parents or legal guardians are allowed to
drink low-alcohol drinks, such as beer, wine and ciders.

A professor from the department of History at NCCU, Huet-
Min Jhou ( AER ), who spent years researching in Germany
and has written extensively about European food cultures
reckons that the reason these countries allow a younger
drinking age could be traced back to the lack of safe drinking
water in the Middle Ages.

The Lack of Safe Drinking Water as the Root of Drinking
“It was quite dangerous to drink unboiled water in Ancient
Europe.” Jhou mentions that it has been a long time since

Article by Office of International Cooperation, NCCU

For a lot of international students visiting Taiwan for the first
time, drinking might be how they’re introduced to Taipei, a
city whose vitality and lifestyle make them realize that they’re
actually not that far away from homes.

Hailing from Chile, Kimberly, a first-year Business
Administration undergraduate at NCCU, is highly impressed
with the friendly atmosphere in the Taiwanese pubs,
especially those she frequents the most in Xinyi District. ‘I
just love how friendly everyone is there, from bartenders to
fellow pub-goers, and the cocktails are just fantastic.’

‘In Chile, people tend to stick with their mates in the pub, it’s
highly unlikely for strangers to join the party or celebration.
Whereas in Taiwan, people are more friendly and outsiders
are more likely to be included in the conversation. Which
makes it easier to make friends in Taiwanese pubs.’
concluded Kimberly.

(Source:OIC)

people drank alcohol as a substitute for water. Starting from
Ancient Egypt, humans had fermented carbohydrates to
make alcohol. “In Ancient Egypt, people immersed bread
into water; then, Romans used fruit to make alcohol with a
concentration as high as 14 percent, and they added 3 parts
to 4 parts water in consideration of safety.”

As Rome fell in the 5th century, Germanic peoples, who
produced alcohol by fermenting grains, inherited Romans’
winemaking and glass art work,and created a society of wine
and beers. Wine played an important part in religious rituals.
Beer with a lower price became a daily drink among ordinary
people, and was even called “liquid bread”. In order to solve
the grand needs for beer and the upcoming problems of tax,
Freistaat Bayern from the Holy Roman Empire announced a
law about the fermentation of beers. The law strictly limited
the ingredients of beers to barley, hops and water. This
law has remained in effect until modern Germany, which
prohibits the import of beers from certain foreign countries,
such as France and Belgium.

Buy You a Pint and Start a Civilian Diplomacy

“When | was studying abroad, | learned that a good way to
foster a relationship is by buying a pint for the other.” Jhou
encourages students to communicate with others with an
open mind. Moreover, you usually would not be refused
when you offer to buy for others. “Take good advantage

Cultural Sparks
in the Dark of Night,

Drinking in Taiwan as seen
by mternational students.

(Source:OIC)

For Leonardo, an NCCU language student from Germany,
the combination of singing and drinking in Taiwanese KTV
is a total novelty. ‘In Germany, if you want to sing, you join a
choir. If you want to drink, you go to a pub or a beer garden.
But in Taiwan, people sing and drink at the KTV.” observed
Leonardo, who enjoys a pint or two with friends especially
after a good summer swim in the lake, back home in
Germany.

Equally amazed by the cultural difference is Kai, a fellow
German who came to NCCU as an exchange student this
year, having previously studied in the Netherlands. Kai is
especially surprised by what he has never heard of back
home in Germany: the VIP area in Taiwanese bars or night
clubs. Another thing that he finds peculiar is how smoking is
allowed in night clubs in Taiwan whereas it’s totally banned
in public places in Europe. It did take some getting used to
for Kai, but like Leonard, he soon learned to appreciate and
savour the difference he’s experiencing.

(Source:0IC)

of pubs , not only could you practice conversation using a
foreign language, you also get to learn many things.”

A drink and a cross-cultural friendship mean beautiful
memories of life. “Once, an advising professor from
Germany visited Taiwan, and | went to National Cheng Kung
University with him.” Jhou says, “We chatted in German
around a table with professors who studied in Germany. The
scene was as if we went back to the pubs in Germany.”

The experience of studying and travelling in Europe made
Jhou accumulate an abundance of interesting memories -
the free grilled seafood offered in Spanish beer halls, last
calls around 12 am in British bistros, and accidentally going
into lesbian bars with friends and getting stared at. In recent
years, European bars are faced with operating difficulties,
but the importance of the pub culture in Europe has never
been sidelined.

Drinking with friends in the Taipei Expo Park was a rather
unique experience for Larry, an NCCU language student
from Mexico, a country where you can’t even walk down
the street with a beer. ‘Drinking in public is actually illegal
in Mexico, street vendors are not that common either.’ said
Larry, who was also fascinated with all the nightclub visuals
and effects in Taipei’s Xinyi District.

Larry loves how pubs in Taiwan are affordable and
accessible, especially compared with the US bars. Pubs in
Taiwan also provide better service and stay open longer.
‘Crowded even on a weekday, that is just so cool,” exclaimed
Larry. Moreover, pubs in Taiwan are almost drug-free, as
opposed to Mexico where substance abuse in pubs is often
heard of. In a nutshell, Taiwan is practically a safe haven for
drinkers.

The drinking culture in Taiwan not only gives international
students a taste of local, it also settles their nerves while
adapting to a different way of life. It’s true that every country
has its own unique culture, but ‘eat, drink and be merry’
seems to help international students find what they have
in common with Taiwan through the difference they’re
experiencing.

(Source:OIC)



