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ASIAN STUDIES+ PRESIDENT FORUM

NCCU PRESIDENT MING-CHENG KUO SAYS

MULTICULTURAL, INNOVATIVE, NURTURING,
DEMOCRATIC, SUSTAINABLE ARE KEYS TO FUTURE ASIA

Article by OIC

Asian Studies+ President Forum on May 5th and May

9th, 2022 as one of a series of events that celebrated
the university’s 95th anniversary. AS+ aims to expand and
deepen global understandings of Asia through five themes
summed up by the acronym M.I.N.D.S.: Multicultural Asia,
Innovative Asia, Nurturing Asia, Democratic Asia, and
Sustainable Asia.

N ational Chengchi University held a two-part, virtual

The May 5th session featured speakers President Ming-
Cheng Kuo, Queensland University of Technology (QUT)
Deputy Vice-Chancellor Scott Sheppard, Thammasat
University Rector Gasinee Witoonchart, and University of
Tsukuba President Kyosuke Nagata. Rector Hoang Anh
Tuén of University of Social Sciences and Humanities,
Vietnam National University Hanoi (VNU-USSH), was also
among the speakers.

The May 9th session welcomed Sungkyunkwan University
(SKKU) President Dong Ryeol Shin, University of Haifa
President Ron Robin, University of Trier President Michael
Jackel, and Universitas Gadjah Mada (UGM) Rector Panut
Mulyono. The Institut National des Langues et Civilisations
Orientales (INALCO) Vice-President Gilles Forlot and Adam
Habib, Director of the School of Oriental and African Studies
(University of London) were among the presenters of the
second session.

NCCU Vice President for International Cooperation May-
Shine Lin moderated the forum, and kicked off both sessions
by describing the university's prominent global position in
Asian Studies, and highlighting the importance of academic
networking. “There’s only so much one university can do, but
the possibilities when several universities stand together is
enormous.”

The forum'’s first speaker was President Ming-Cheng Kuo,
who began the meeting by highlighting Taiwan’s unique
position within Asia and some key points of Taiwan’s
development successes. “Today, Taiwan is not only known
for its high-tech achievements such as semiconductors, it
is also recognized by the international community for its
peaceful transformation to democracy and its human rights
record,” President Kuo said.

Professor Ru-Shou Chen introduced NCCU'’s signature MA
program for Asian Studies, International Master’s Program
in Inter-Asia Cultural Studies (IACS-NCCU). He said that
he expects every IACS-NCCU graduate to have a solid
understanding of Asian societies, politics and historical
similarities. “We anticipate that IACS-NCCU graduates will be as
willing as they are able to take up the most exciting challenges
facing them when they step into this dynamic economy,” he said.

The panel welcomed QUT Deputy Vice-President Scott
Sheppard, who shared how over the past two decades the
composition of his university’s international students has
changed to now mainly Hong Kong, Chinese, Indonesian, Sri
Lankan, and Taiwan students. “These students have had a

. Adam Habib

significant impact on the fabric and culture of our university,”
he said.

University of Tsukuba President Kyosuke Nagata described
some of the many achievements of the university. “We have
to create global trust with worldwide academic partners,”
President Nagata said when introducing his university’s
“Campus in Campus” overseas offices. SKKU President
Dong Ryeol Shin said the university has several institutes,
graduate schools, and interdisciplinary programs focusing on
Asian studies, such as the Institute of Confucian Philosophy
and Cultures, the Interdisciplinary Program of Korean
Studies, and Sungkyun Institute of China Studies.

Turning to South-East Asia, Rector Gasinee Witoonchart
of Thammasat University said that “Asia is a major hub for
people flows. For example, tourism does not only transport
people, but also culture.” VNU-USSH Rector Hoang Anh
Tuén shared the deep commitments his university and
Vietham have to Asian Studies. Rector Hoang said his
university is a mid-size university in Hanoi, with a strong
focus on social sciences and humanities. “This may be a
bit strange to some of you, but for a long time in Vietnam
universities have focused on specific subject areas,” he said.
“In addition, we are also exploring interdisciplinary teaching
and research.”

UGM Rector Panut Mulyono introduced how his university
is working hard to support more discussion surrounding
Asia and ASEAN. “Our belief is that Asian studies should
have a place in transforming the shape of the world,” he
said. Rector Mulyono also told the panel about the ASEAN
Studies Center — a collaboration between the Indonesian
government and ASEAN. The Center aims to strengthen
research and disseminate information about ASEAN and
surrounding issues through a range of events such as
seminars, workshops, training and intensive discussions.

University of Trier President Michael Jackel told the
audience that the university’s summer school program

Source: OIC

attracts a high proportion of Taiwanese students, with
the majority of those students coming from NCCU. The
university has several Taiwan specific areas of studies and
has recently launched the “Taiwan als Pionier” (TAP) project
which examines Taiwan’s policies during the pandemic, as
well as its experiences in digitalization.

INALCO Vice-President Gilles Forlot described to the forum
his university’s extensive international programs that include
14 research centers, one of which focuses specifically on
the East Asian region and hosts 90 PhD students. There
are also research centers and courses for South East Asian
studies, Linguistics in Asian countries, Mongolian studies,
and Arabian Studies.

President Ron Robin of the University of Haifa gave the
panel an introduction of his university, followed by an outline
of the university’s work in Asian Studies. He shared the
wonderful view of the Haifa campus that is on top of Mt.
Carmel in Israel and said that the university celebrates the
religious and cultural diversity of its students.

Director Adam Habib of SOAS provided the forum with his
thoughts on the possibility for a global alliance for Asian
Studies, and he reflected on some challenges of international
cooperation. Director Habib said that SOAS's most recent
strategic plan explicitly commits SOAS to working with
institutions around the world in cooperative alliances. “We
are very keen on it” he said, “and we would like to partner
with countries to do so.”

In the discussion session following the forum, participants
agreed that there was great potential for an international
Asian Studies alliance to be established and thrive in the
future, and that such an alliance could bring an “Asian
perspective” to some of the most challenging issues of our
time. With a Chinese saying “Two heads are better than
one,” President Kuo invited university leaders to join forces
and collaborate more in the future.

NCCU Presidential Selection
Committee Press Release

Article by NCCU Presidential Selection Committee

University in Taiwan convened for the third time on May

13, 2022, and met with the three final candidates who
had been put forward through the university’s internal selection
process. Professors Tsai-yen Li, Hsien-ming Lien, and Wei-chi
Tsai spoke about their visions for the university and took questions
from members of the committee. The selection committee then
deliberated and selected Professor Tsai-yen Li as the next president
of the university for a four-year term starting August 1, 2022.

The presidential selection committee of National Chengchi

The university will forward the nomination to the Ministry of
Education for formal appointment. To learn more about Professor
Tsai-yen Li, visit his website at http:/www3.nccu.edu.tw/~li/.

(Source: Tsai-yen Li)
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