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Spotlight

93« Anniversary Live
Streamed Globally for

First

Time,

Alumni from Across the
World Gather Online

Incorporating digital technology, the NCCU 93rd Anniversary Celebration and alumni gathering was held in a new format, live streamed online
for the first time ever (image source: Office of the Secretariat)

Article by NNCU reporter, Wu Chi-rou

With the need to “prioritize virus
prevention” in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the Chengchi
University 93rd Anniversary Celebration
broke new ground, incorporating
digital technology to put on a uniquely
innovative ceremony. The event was
hosted by famous alumnus, Paul Lee. To
ensure participating guests at the venue
maintained a safe social distance, digital
technology was used to broadcast the
event live via the internet in real time
to alumni in countries including the
US, Canada, Malaysia, and Shanghai;
allowing NCCU alumni across the globe
to come together and celebrate the birth
of their alma mater.

To ensure a fruitful and successful
event, NCCU invited renowned director,
Pan Jhih-Yuan, and his professional
production team, to record and
broadcast the celebration. The team
prepared and planned for over a month,
and more than 100 employees from
across the university were called on to
provide software and hardware-based

support. The event took its cue from
other large-scale ceremonies held within
Taiwan. Aside from a 650" LED screen,
the venue was also equipped with
four professional HD high-resolution
cameras to capture every memorable
moment of the ceremony. A nostalgic
picture area was also set up, showcasing
NCCU admissions lists and campus
scenery from the 50s and 60s. It invited
alumni to step back and reminisce over
good times from the past.

President Kuo Ming-cheng stated:
“Over the past several years NCCU
has promoted various policy directions,
including industry-academia
cooperation, social enterprises, lectures
on Chinese Studies, the Global Chinese
Culture and Education Center, and
the establishment of Taiwan's only
International College of Innovation.
It has also been gradually setting up
overseas offices throughout Southeast
Asia. This year's ceremony will be
broadcast across the globe, enabling
alumni to coalesce and come together,
and to expand the promotion of
university affairs.”

NCCU's 140,000-strong alumni live
in countries across the globe and have
always served as the backbone of
NCCU. As such, local and overseas
alumni were invited to record videos of
congratulations to be broadcast during
this year's ceremony live-stream. In
addition, an online real-time discussion
was held between the presidents of
alumni associations from various areas
around Taiwan, as well as Shanghai,
Malaysia, and northern and southern
California.

The NCCU administration expressed
its hope that in this time of adversity,
brought on by the pandemic, alumni
from across the globe can take part
remotely, safely uniting by means of an
online platform. Through this platform,
they may share in their alma mater's
93rd birthday celebrations — 66 years
since the resumption of university status
after arriving in Taiwan. It is a time
to relive the joy and the laughter of
college years, to extol the principles of
“Fraternity, Devotion, and Sincerity,”
and to spread the power of optimism
and positivity!

® 164 H

Works Hard to Prevent
Spread of Virus;

Receives Praise in NCCU Foreign Student Video

Article by the Office of International
Cooperation

Since the start of the COVID-19
outbreak, students have faced a number
of virus prevention measures: a delay
to the start of the semester, more robust
curfew rules, remote learning drills, and
so on. Yet for the almost 200 exchange
students currently at NCCU, this
experience has been one of the most
memorable of their lives.

The Office of International Cooperation
has encouraged foreign students on
campus to make videos about COVID-19
prevention, and to send these videos to
teachers, classmates, and family back
home as way to reassure friends and
family that they are safe and well. The
video #fightwithnccu was completed
in just one work day, and featured
Spanish teacher Mario Santander Olivan
— from the NCCU College of Foreign
Languages and Literature — and a diverse
group of students from countries such
as Indonesia, Korea, Belgium, and
Italy. International students who had
never experienced a pandemic took the
chance to share their thoughts with those
overseas. They expressed how lucky they
felt to be living in Taiwan, commended
the government and university for swiftly
and actively adopting virus prevention
measures, and assured their families that
they were safe, emphasizing how well
they had been looked after in Taiwan.
Exchange student Guillaume Michaux,
from Belgium, was impressed by how
teachers instantly adjusted their method
of administering classes: “I'm very lucky.
As soon it was confirmed that I had to
do two weeks of Health Management,
my teacher immediately changed the
format to online classes, which worked

[=]

=]

E Please scan the
QR code for the

video link

out really well.” “The school really
looked after us — they handled our visa
extensions and even gave us medical
masks to wear” said exchange student
Lorenzo Gaspare Dugnani, from Italy,
who highly commended NCCU's
response.

NCCU administration issued virus
prevention news through every available
channel, ensuring that international
students quickly received first hand
information for the prevention of
COVID-19. Serving concurrently as the
dormitory director of i-House, Olivan
noted that the university took precautions
at the very start of the outbreak,
strengthening the dormitory curfew and
administrative rules, and publishing the
latest COVID-19 information updates in
English on the dormitory bulletin board,
via email, and through the COVID-19
Prevention mobile app. “I am extremely
grateful to the students for complying
with all the additional rules.”

At the end of the video, NCCU vice
president Chao Yi accompanies Olivan
and the foreign studies as they shout the
slogan “Faced with COVID-19, let’s be
united!” in English and their respective
mother tongues. It is a call for embracing
a positive attitude even when faced with
a pandemic. They emphasize that the
effort to quell the virus is not yet over,
and that students and teachers must unite
and collectively participate in campus-
based virus prevention.
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Dr. Olivan and foreign students exclaim “faced with COVID-19, let’s be united!” (Image

source: Office of International Cooperation)

David Wang, Chair Professor of the Lo Chia-Luen International Chinese Studies Lecture Series,

Elected to American Academy of Arts and Sciences

Chair Professor and host of the Lo Chia-Luen International Chinese Studies Lecture Series,
Dr. David Der-Wei Wang, was elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences (image
source: Office for the Lo Chia-Luen International Chinese Studies Lecture Series).

Article by the Office for the Lo Chia-Luen International
Chinese Studies Lecture Series

On April 23, NCCU Chair Professor of the Lo Chia-Luen
International Chinese Studies Lecture Series, Dr. David Der-
Wei Wang, was elected as a member of the American Academy
of Arts and Sciences (AAAS). The AAAS was established in
1780 and is one of the oldest learned societies in the US. Each
year it elects the most influential contemporary leaders in a
variety of fields, including art, the humanities, and business.
This year's election affirmed Dr. Wang's myriad achievements
in the field of Chinese literature research.

Dr. Wang is the Edward C. Henderson Professor of Chinese
Literature at Harvard University and an Academician at
Academia Sinica. He previously delivered three lectures at the
Shun-wen Auditorum on the topic “Intellectuals in Moments
of Crisis: History, Thought, and Literature.” Prior to the lecture
series, he held an initial introductory forum on the topic “The

Politics of Time: An Experiment on Chinese Literary History
at Harvard.” During the forum, Wang recounted the process
of editing and producing the book A New Literary History of
Modern China, with guests at the forum gaining a lot from his
insights. In addition to the series of large-scale lectures, two
small-sized forums were also held, affording NCCU teachers
and students opportunities for closer interaction and exchange.

An additional three visiting professors have been invited to
lecture as part of the Lo Chia-Luen International Chinese
Studies Lecture Series, with lectures centered on the same core
topic — “Intellectuals in Moments of Crisis: History, Thought,
and Literature.” The exchange of ideas between Dr. Wang
and other chair professors will be compiled and published
as a book. In addition, the organizing body of the lecture
series offers scholarships to postgraduate students wishing to
conduct research or academic exchange at NCCU. It hopes
that the lecture series may have a lasting effect on society,
turning Taiwan into an academic beacon of light in the sphere
of international Chinese Studies.
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