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NCCU

Article by Office of International Cooperation

ational Chengchi University (NCCU)

ranks 90th among 675 universities

in the Asia university rankings for
2022, marking the school’s best position
in the top 13%.

In the section for international students,
outbound and inbound exchanges, NCCU
made it into the top 5%. This proves the
university remains one of the best choices
for international students to study and be
an exchange student during the pandemic.

The figures are from the QS Asia University
Rankings 2022, produced by Quacquarelli
Symonds, a U.K. company that specializes
in the analysis of higher education
establishments around the world. NCCU has
also performed outstandingly in terms of
internationalization.

For example, NCCU and the University
of Virginia became sister schools in May
2021 and they will collaborate on programs
for University of Virginia students to learn
Mandarin in Taiwan, and teach Mandarin

in the U.S. NCCU’s Mandarin teachers
are expected to get a boost from the new
programs and further improve exchanges
between the two universities.

Furthermore, over the past two semesters,
78 students from Europe selected to learn
Mandarin in Taipei, via a scholarship
offered by the Ministry of Education,
studied at NCCU. This provided them the
opportunity to experience the beauty of
the university’s Wenshan District campus
during their leisure time.

Meanwhile, NCCU has been actively promoting
the International Consortium for Asian studies,
known as Asian Studies Plus (AS+), which
integrates its 11 colleges and research
centers to build partnerships with remarkable
universities in Asia, Europe, and the U.S.

The five AS+ interdisciplinary themes are
“Multicultural Asia,” “Innovative Asia,”
“Nurturing Asia,” “Democratic Asia,” and
“Sustainable Asia” — or “MINDS.” The
alliance is expected to solve regional and
global issues and contribute to prosperity
and cultural exchanges in Asia.

Photo by Office of International Cooperation

In the future, NCCU aims to further strengthen
international exchanges by learning across
schools and disciplines in different countries,
creating a digital learning environment, and
launching a borderless campus project. At the

\

same time, NCCU encourages the sharing
of academic research and will continue to
show its expertise in important fields such as
digital culture, Asia research, and sustainable
research.

Article by Office of International Cooperation

n the 21st of October, NCCU was thrilled to welcome
OAmbassador of the Republic of Palau HE Dilmei

Louisa Olkerill, along with members of the Council
for Indigenous Peoples, and various distinguished NCCU
professors and faculty for an on-campus discussion.
The event was an opportunity to showcase the
work related to indigenous education, community

outreach, development, and culture conducted by
the faculty and students at NCCU.

The meeting began with a warm welcome to all
involved from NCCU President Kuo Ming-Cheng,
and an exchange of gifts between the President
and Ambassador Olkerill. President Kuo was
gifted a traditional Palauan “tet”, a small woven
hand basket used by Palauan chiefs to carry
their personal belongings, and a T-shirt that was
designed by a Palauan alumnus of NCCU.

Professor Kuan Da-Wei, acting chair of the NCCU
Department of Ethnology, began the session
with a discussion of “International Development
& Volunteer Service Program”, and an outline
of the related NCCU courses and programs.
NCCU currently has programs and projects
related to Indigenous and Austronesian studies
from the certificate level through to postgraduate,
including the Master Program of Land Policy and
Environmental Planning for Indigenous Peoples,
and the newly established International Program for
Austronesian Studies (IPAS).

Professor Kuan went on to describe NCCU’s
ongoing collaborations with indigenous communities
in the Philippines, describing how these programs
encourage social responsibility, broaden students’
perspectives, and help to form cross-cultural network
for mutual supporting/learning. Ambassador Olkerill
was encouraged by discussion of Professor Kuan’s
efforts in developing indigenous commerce through
tourism initiatives. “There are many cultural sights that could
be shared with out visitors” the ambassador said. “We have
ancient settlements that could be developed to attract tourists,
more than just diving and snorkeling. | think this is another area
that could use help from the partnership with NCCU.”

In addition, Professor Kuan presented the results of a panel
discussion that he convened last month between leaders in
indigenous education from across the Pacific, with scholars
from Japan, Thailand, New Zealand, Samoa, and Hawaii
coming together to discuss issues of indigenous education

in an online forum. That panel will be followed up by an in-

person meeting planned for May 2022.

Lim Siu-Theh, Honorary Professor of Ethnology at NCCU,
presented an outline of the achievements and work of
NCCU'’s Center for Aboriginal Studies. Professor Lim has over

Experiences in Indigenous
Studies, Education, Development
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25 years’ experience in the NCCU faculty, has held
positions in government, and won numerous awards
for his work in indigenous education. Professor Lim
outlined some of the center’s earlier work gaining
recognition for Taiwan’s indigenous peoples rights
through to the modern day work the Center undertakes
documenting and providing educational resources for
indigenous Taiwanese language education.

A significant highlight was the success of Aboriginal
Education World, a bimonthly educational magazine

Ambassador of Palau for
Discussion and Sharing

that has recently celebrated the publishing of its 100th
issue. Established by the Center in 2005, the magazine
focuses on the topics related to the education of
indigenous peoples, and works to preserve and promote
preservation indigenous cultures and languages.

NCCU Associate Professor of Economics Wang
Shinn-Shyr spoke about principles of University
Social Responsibility (USR) and NCCU’s efforts
in community engagement. Facilitated by the
Ministry of Education and carried out by selected
universities, USR focuses on local needs,
strengthening the link between local universities
and industries, promoting regional integration, and
more. These themes echo the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), namely SDG 3: good
health and well-being, SDG 4: quality education,
SDG 10: reduced inequalities, and SDG 11:
sustainable cities and communities.

Professor Wang focused specifically on a project
his students are involved with at the Ankang
Community and Xinglong Public Housing areas.
These government housing projects are home to
many indigenous peoples who face a range of social
issues brought on by discriminatory policies of the
past and generational trauma. Professor Wang
spoke of the “USR x Mingdao” project, that saw
NCCU students working with Mingdao Elementary
School to provide financial, legal, and foreign
language/culture education, as well as working
with disabled and mentally unwell members of the
communities to help improve their quality of life.

A great variety of issues related to indigenous peoples
of both Taiwan and abroad were discussed in the day’s
proceedings. Achievements from the past and plans
for the future were presented alongside one another,
showcasing NCCU as a leading Taiwanese institution
for the study of indigenous issues. At the end of the
discussions, Ambassador Olkerill said she felt very
inspired by what she had heard during the proceedings.
“Something good for Palau will come out of this. | can see so
many new programs and partnerships between NCCU and
Palau that will start and that will continue”.

National Chengchi University wishes to warmly thank the
Republic of Palau, and Her Excellency, Ambassador Dilmei
Louisa Olkerill, for allowing us the opportunity to discuss and
share our institutions work. NCCU looks forward to future
collaborations, and growing the friendship between our
institution and the Republic of Palau.
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