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NCCU’s AS”

alliance

gathers great minds to
create sustainable Asia

Article by Kuo Yu-shuan

sia’s surging political and economic power has

prompted Taiwan's National Chengchi University

(NCCU) to establish an International Consortium for
Asian studies, known as "Asian Studies Plus" (AS™), which
aims to bring great minds together and cultivate talents who
will become local leaders and global citizens.

AS” will integrate 11 colleges and research centers at NCCU,
plus 18 universities from 12 countries. The alliance will
promote Asian studies globally to solve regional problems and
promote its sustainable development.

In addition to building long-term partnerships with excellent

universities worldwide, the focus will be on creating innovative
academic programs that cultivate knowledge about Asia to a
new generation of instructors and students.

AS" is slated to open in May 2022. NCCU Vice President
for International Cooperation Lin May-Shine said the “plus”
symbol used with AS" represents the fact that it is an advanced
version of Asian studies, which takes talent cultivation and
sustainable development seriously. It will nourish knowledge
for the world through exchange programs of both teachers and
students.

The five AS" interdisciplinary themes are "Multicultural Asia,"
"Innovative Asia," "Nurturing Asia,"” "Democratic Asia," and

"Sustainable Asia" — or "MINDS." AS" covers the humanities,

politics, society, economy, education, science, and other areas,
with the aim of expanding the world's understanding of Asia by
harnessing the power of the world’s greatest minds.

NCCU will invite the participating universities to host Asian-
research-themed academic seminars. AS™ will become
Taiwan's first international platform, formed by NCCU, to
create a culture of developing brilliant minds through sharing
academic research resources. It is also intended to make
NCCU a globally competitive and internationally influential
university.

University System of Taiwan Vice President Su Herng said
that NCCU has gained a reputation for developing humanities
and social science programs and has 116 Asian research
related courses on campus. Meanwhile, NCCU encourages
students to go abroad and expand their educations in Asia,
which is at the center of the world's cultural and technological
economy.

Vice President Lin May-Shine noted that NCCU has more
than 540 sister schools, along with 247 Asian partner colleges
in 26 countries. "NCCU has the most international students in

Taiwan. We were obligated to organize AS™," Lin commented.

She also emphasized that there are three features of AS"
that stand out, which are cross-disciplinary studies, talent
cultivation, and Asia sustainability. Given these goals, Lin said
she fully expected that AS" would be able to solve regional
and global issues and have a significant and positive impact
on Asian prosperity and cultural exchanges.

AS” is in the preparatory stage and will begin international
collaborations after it opens in May next year. As such NCCU
is organizing Asian studies lectures that will be supported by
funding named after Li Yuan-tzu , the former NCCU President
and Taiwan Vice President.

It is urgent to form AS™ because of the rapid transformation
of Asia into a center for global development. Ultimately, it is
imperative that a sustainable Asia is achieved and forming an
alliance such as AS" is an important part of this goal.
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Former AIT Director

William Stanton

Article by Hsu Ching-Chih

he former American Institute in Taiwan Director
I William Stanton, also a senior American diplomat,
will take on the role of visiting professor for National

Chengchi University's (NCCU) 2021 International College
of Innovation program.

At a welcome party hosted at the President's House,
NCCU President Kuo Ming-cheng said that it was a real
pleasure to have Stanton as a member of the faculty. Kuo
commented that he became a Stanton fan after reading his
article, "Learning to appreciate a modern miracle — Taiwan."

Kuo then used the example of Taiwan Semiconductor
Manufacturing Co. as a metaphor to describe how
Stanton would transform NCCU’s reach and power. The
experienced diplomat, who specializes in Asian research
and geopolitics, is expected to collaborate on NCCU's
upcoming "Asian Studies Plus.”

Kuo said half of the students and professors on the Asian
Studies Master Program are foreigners and half of the
classes will be taught in foreign languages. As for the
future, by bringing important people together and using
resources from 18 universities in 12 countries, Kuo hopes
to form an International consortium for Asian studies, in
which Stanton will take a leading role.

Meanwhile, University System of
Taiwan Vice President Su Herng
said she learned at a dining party
that Stanton had no intention of
retiring and would devote himself
to teaching. "Thank you for being
willing to teach at NCCU, Stanton,"
Su commented.

Su said Stanton has done a lot of

research on NCCU and is completely convinced that accepting
the position is a smart move. She added that she looked
forward to working on Asian research with Stanton, along with
all the other brilliant professors at the university.

Stanton, who is the former vice president of National Tsing
Hua University and National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University,
and also visiting professor at National Taiwan University, has
a passion for teaching that dovetails perfectly with NCCU’s
aims. Stanton pointed out that "chengchi" means "politics" in
Mandarin and therefore, “This university is where | can apply
my studies on foreign affairs and international politics.”

Stanton noted the newly general curriculum will look at the
interactions between trade and geopolitics. The course
will also discuss the political and economic situations in
China, the United States, Japan, the Korean peninsula,
the Middle East, and other countries.

These strands of discussion will all converge on Taiwan
and the challenges the country faces, in addition to
examining its future possibilities. "l believe that | can learn
a lot from the students and expect to bring a diversity of
perspectives into the university," Stanton said.

looks forward to becoming visiting professor at
National Chengchi University
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