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Narong Deerochanawong
(Narong Lee)

Hou,
Chi-Jan

Bruce
Bilimon

OF NATIONAL CHENGCHI UNIVERSITY

arong Lee came to Taiwan to study in 1968. After being

admitted by NCCU via college entrance, he spent twelve

years on his education in Taiwan. He then returned to
Thailand and lent a helping hand in the family business that mainly
imports medicinal ingredients from China and other regions in
Asia, as well as spices, chemicals, foods for local pharmaceutical
companies, food and beverage factories, wholesalers, and herbal
medicine stores. He also established pharmacies at home.

Narong Lee is currently the chairperson of the World Federation
of Taiwan Alumni Associations of Thailand, which comprises
multiple alumni associations of different Taiwanese colleges.
There are about twenty colleges in the association to date. He
is also the chairperson of The Chinese Association (or Thailand
Chong Hua Association) in Thailand. The Chinese Association
in Thailand was established a hundred years ago when Mr. Sun
Yat-Sen promoted a revolution in Southeast Asia. Narong Lee, as
a chairperson of the association, is in charge of the Association’s
affairs and responsible for the learnings of the Thai Youth
Observation Group and Thai Youth Language Seminar in Taiwan.
Narong Lee is dedicated full-time to promoting cultural exchange
between Thailand and Taiwan.

fter his short film Stardust 15749001 received

first prize at the Taipei Film Festival, Director Hou

Chi-Jdan became a rising star in the field of movie
production. Later, his piece Bus 37 to Childhood won first
prize in the 2006 Taipei Travel Literature Award and his
script for When a Wolf Falls in Love with a Sheep earned
a gold medal in the first screenwriting competition of the
Taipei Film Commission. In 2010, his short film One Day
was nominated for the Berlin International Film Festival
and claimed the Best Screenplay Award at the Beijing
Chinese New Directors Forum and the Special Jury Award
of Pacific Meridian Festival. He has become one of the
most compelling new directors in Asia.

In 2014, he started working on the documentary film
Poetries from the Bookstores, featuring eighty independent
bookstores in Taiwan. The documentary was so well-
acclaimed that it clinched first place in the 2015 “30
Chinese Micro Film Directors and Jury” prize at the Guam
International Film Festival. His lens captures the unique
Taiwanese culture, and he documents and portrays Taiwan
in his own unparalleled way.

ruce Billion is the current Minister of Health and

Human Services of the Marshall Islands. He is

not only one of the first people from a nation with
diplomatic ties in the Pacific to study in Taiwan, but also a
role model for new generations from the Marshall Islands
who wish to study in Taiwan. After graduation, he returned
to his country and devoted himself to promoting exchange
and cooperation between Taiwan and the Marshall
Islands in the areas of the economy, health, and culture.
On the basis of good collaborative relations between the
two countries, he has made a significant contribution to
the region’s peace and prosperity.

In May 2020, he also spoke up for the Republic of China
(Taiwan) in the 73rd World Health Assembly (WHA). He
has made it clear that the RMI supports the Republic of
China’s (Taiwan’s) participation in WHO and WHA and
further emphasized that all nations should work and
support each other to achieve a healthier future.
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Introducing Taiwanese Culture in Nine Languages:

The College of Foreign Languages & Literature
New Publications for Cultural Exchange

by Kuo, Yu-Hsuan

Literature will team up with the publisher Orchid House

to release a set of nine books called Sharing Taiwanese
Culture in Foreign Languages. Each book is written in one
foreign language that introduces the characteristics of Taiwan.
Drawing on its field of expertise, the College of Foreign
Languages and Literature will promote Taiwanese culture to
the international community and facilitate cultural exchange
between Taiwan and various other countries.

This September, the College of Foreign Languages and

The College of Foreign Languages and Literature at NCCU
offers twenty-six language programs, which represents the
largest number of language programs offered in Taiwan.
Indeed, the Department of Arabic Language and Culture, along
with the Department of Turkish Language and Culture, are the
only programs on Arabic and Turkish languages in Taiwan. The
book series Sharing Taiwanese Culture in Foreign Languages
is written in nine languages: English, French, German,
Spanish, Japanese, Korean, Turkish, Arabic, and Russian.
A Mandarin translation is also featured in the series, making
it even more convenient for readers from all countries and
offering the opportunity to learn each other’s mother tongues.

In addition to language learning, the College of Foreign
Languages and Literature also places strong emphasis on
cultural exchange. There are ten chapters in each book of the
series, and the contents will be tailored to the customs and
conditions of each country. Taiwanese gourmet and festivals,
however, are the common motifs throughout the book series.
The Dean of the College of Foreign Languages and Literature,

Dr. Rachel Juan, stresses that the book series will “present
local culture sensibly, and instill in people a sense of fun and
the desire to come to Taiwan.”

“Students are our best ambassadors,” said Dr. Rachel Juan.
Before the outbreak of COVID-19, at least half the number of
students in a single school year go abroad for exchange each
year. She also mentioned that a student from the Department
of Slavic Languages and Literature went to Russia as an
exchange student and shared Taiwanese culture with the
locals, which was published in the local newspaper and helped
place Taiwan on an international stage. It was a beautiful
example of cultural exchange.

Dr. Rachel Juan believes the first step of establishing cultural
exchange is knowing one’s own culture. Next, one should
think about how to share it with other people in a friendly and
enthusiastic way. The book series is a very useful way for
people to introduce Taiwanese culture in an approachable
manner. “There are so many little insights. Foreigners are
going to be intrigued by it.”

Nearly twenty Taiwanese and foreign faculty members from
the College of Foreign Languages and Literature spent two
years co-authoring and completing the book series, which
has been printed in full-color. Professor Pin-jie Yue and
others from the Department of Japanese, as well as Mr.
David Yu, a renowned California-based photographer and
alumni of the Department of Slavic Languages and Literature,
provided some of the photographs for free. “We should help

to push the influence of local culture,” said Dr. Rachel Juan,
“and by contributing to society, allow even more people to get
to know Taiwan.”
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