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NCCU

he Fang Ming Chen Library recently

announced its official opening. The

library contains manuscripts and books
by pre-eminent researcher, Fang Ming Chen,
and features an amphitheater-style area for
informal discussions and reading, adding
greatly to the cultural atmosphere of the
campus.

Since the lifting of martial law in Taiwan,
Fang Ming Chen has dedicated himself to
the field of Taiwanese literary research, and
is a crucial figure in Taiwanese historical
research and literary criticism. “I'm extremely
honored that my books and manuscripts have
found a home here, and consider myself
very fortunate to have come to Chengchi
University (NCCU),” he stated. Chen openly
concedes that, given his political leanings,
he never thought he would have the chance
to collaborate with NCCU, exclaiming that
“Times have really changed.” He affirms
that NCCU now boasts a free and open
campus where blue (KMT) and green (DPP)
political views can mutually coexist, and
where all shades on the political spectrum
are represented. He adds: It is evident that
NCCU has undergone a gradual process of
liberalization, and this reflects the trajectory
of Taiwanese society more broadly, moving
toward diversity and mutual prosperity.

Philanthropist Tzu-Hsien Tung, who donated
the funds to set up the library, said he hopes
that it may provide a warm corner for readers
to calmly nestle, book in hand. Standing in the

b o ymm f? ’JJT\ e
g e & =
=) 2] ; s it
g 2
oL =
£ E Rt
kR L

B :
: =
B S | F
B < | =
[= ,I E#
| ]

Fang Ming Chen, Chair Professor at the NTU
Graduate Institute of Taiwan Literature, states
frankly: “I'm extremely honored that my books
and manuscripts have found a home here,
and consider myself very fortunate to have
come to Chengchi University.” (Photo: Office
of the Secretariat)

The ceremony brought together a number of dignitéfies who gathered to witriess this histori

UNVEILING OF THE

FANG MING CHEN

WITH A COMPREHENSIVE COLLECTION OF
WRITTEN WORKS AND PRECIOUS MANUSCRIPTS

LIBRARY,

confines of this homage to knowledge, Tung
praised Chen for his academic integrity and
resolve: “Though he endured plenty of hardship,
Professor Fang Ming Chen is like many people
living in Taiwan — he never gave up his pursuit
of hope and of a brighter future.” During the
opening ceremony, NCCU president, Kuo
Ming-cheng, thanked Tung for his support and
extolled the values of inclusivity, tolerance, and
cultural openness, promising to maximize the
use of the Fang Ming Chen Library so as to
preserve the wisdom of Fang Ming Chen.

The building of the Fang Ming Chen Library
took six months to complete. A round, wooden
lectern sits in its center, surrounded by tiered
seating, creating an open and unrestricted
space in which to hold discussions or read.
The arched bookshelves around this lecture
area contain an assortment of Fang Ming
Chen's written works, precious manuscripts,
newspaper clippings, and more.

c-moment (photo: Office of the Secrefariat).

Dignitaries at the ribbon-cutting ceremony (photo: Office of the Secretariat)

Faced with Change and
Challenges in Higher
Education,

Let Us
Move

Forward ¢
As One $ "
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ince coming to NCCU to teach, though

time has flown — and despite my

repetitive routine — over these years
Taiwan has undergone a myriad of socio-
political reforms. Taiwanese higher education
has also experienced various changes, such
as the growth of information technology,
which has transformed the landscape of
higher education learning. With the onset
this year of COVID-19 the pace of change
has only increased. Indeed, digital learning
has brought new means of learning, and the
ratio of mobile learning classes is currently
on the rise. Technological developments have
broken down restrictions to do with time and
space, enhancing the fiercely competitive
nature of global higher education.

Nevertheless, online classes lack a sense
of personal engagement and belonging, and
rarely allow for adaptive learning. We've also
found that online learning is unable to truly

replicate real-life, interactive brainstorming in
terms of its effect. Nor can teachers simply
transmit knowledge outward to their students.
Rather, both parties learn as a result of
mutual interaction. Information technology
has shaken up our system of education,
bringing a sense of “disruptive innovation.”
But how do we overcome the difficulties we
encounter along the way?

Another change is the gradual shift from
a single specialization to interdisciplinary
learning, which helps students to adapt to
the rapidly-changing nature of the workforce.
Multilingual learning is yet another trend that
affords students more career-development
opportunities and the ability to live amid
various cultures and countries. In the future,
“change” will be a constant. If we emotionally
limit ourselves to our past experiences and
settings, not only will we fail to solve new
problems, we will also find it hard to pave

new paths forward. We must transcend our
own egos and act for the greater good, facing
the challenges and trials along the path with
rational thinking and an all-encompassing
perspective.

Are we ready for the current era of flux? Have
we set up the necessary countermeasures?
NCCU takes pride in its professional status in
the areas of humanities and social science,
but there have been many STEM-oriented
universities that have made incredible
advancements in the humanities in recent
years. If we are to join the University System
of Taiwan, what strengths will we bring to the
table? What features will attract students from
other schools to study here at our campus?
Let's move forward together to usher in an
ever-changing and unknown future.
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