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8.NCCU Spotlight
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By Winnie Tsai (£5tH%%)
Campus Reporter

Liang Ting-peng (& E#), the
chair professor of the Department
of Management Information Sys-
tem in National Chengchi Uni-
versity (NCCU), became the first
Chinese to win the Leo Award of
the Association for Information
Systems (AIS).

Established in 1999, the AIS
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MIS Chair wins the AIS Leo Award

Leo Award was named after the
Lyons Electronic Office, one
of the world’s first commer-

| cial applications of comput-
ing. It is one of the world’s
most important awards
recognizing outstanding
individuals who have made

global impact on the field of
information systems.

Liang was nominated as an
AIS fellow in 2003 for his great
contributions to the academic re-
search in MIS as well as his efforts
in improving the development
of international academic social
network of information manage-
ment, and his research papers have
been cited more than 10,000 times
through Google Scholar, a search
engine for academic research.

Liang was also a pioneer in
introducing electronic commerce
in Taiwan, who established the

Electronic Commerce and Service

Science (ECSS) Laboratory in

2000 at the National Sun Yat-sen

University. He further introduced

RIC-GIS launched at NCCU

By Sharon Lin (Fk#EF)
Campus Reporter

The Center for Creativity and In-
novation launched on Dec.15 the
Regional Intellectual Capital and
Governance Innovation System
(RIC-GIS) at the Social Sciences
Information Center of National
Chengchi University (NCCU).

Funded by the Ministry of
Economic Affairs, the RIC-GIS
project is a result of cooperation
among the NCCU, the Institute
for Information Industry and Yi-
lan County Government. During
the past two years, experts de-
veloped the system by collecting
government documents, research-
ing on local industries, creating
the innovative model system and
designing the digital contents.

The RIC-GIS system consists
of two sub-systems: regional in-
tellectual capital and governance
innovation system. The entire
system analyzes the means of re-
sources activation, transformation
of value and creation of output
value.

With the assistance of the
Implementation Guidelines for
the Academic provided by the
Ministry of Economic Affairs,
it is estimated that the RIC-GIS
project can generate twenty-times
as high as the previous economic
performance in the field of local
festival industries.

Apart from representatives
from the government and the
university, the inauguration cer-
emony of the system was also at-
tended by the Yilan County Com-
missioner Lin Tsung-hsien(#kH&
D).

Liu Jyi-shane(2/&#F), director
of the Center for Creativity and
Innovation, thanked the assistance
of the Yilan County Government
for providing the suitable farms
for experiments.

He also stressed the impor-
tance for more collaborations
between the public and private
sectors as well as more vertical

integration inside the bureaucratic
system.

With thorough communication
among leaders of different lev-
els, Liu said that the system may
help create additional values and
promote uniqueness of different
localities.

By using the assessment mod-
els, analytical tools and bench-
marks from other international
cities, the team put forward the
idea that Yilan is a museum and
applied the idea to plans related to
cultural creativity, environmental
protection and sightseeing.

NCCU President Edward
Chow (Ff7—) talked about his
past experience in Yilan and
praised its rich natural resources
and vibrant leisure industry. He
further encouraged the use of the
Public-Private Partnership (PPP)
model, a scheme operated through
a partnership between the gov-
ernment and private sector. The
model in some ways resembles
the RIC-GIS project, he said.

Aside from the launch of the
RIC-GIS project, the Center for
Creativity and Innovation also an-
nounced the establishment of the
Governance Innovation Platform
(GIP). In pursuit of the overall
upgrade of the society in Taiwan,
the university said that the GIP
will act as the base platform to
promote the innovative system
and boost more collaborations
among the government, academic
circles and the industries.
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The NCCU Journal will adjust
to quarterly publication from this
year. Happy New Year and see you
on March.
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the business model of making
transactions on the Internet to
Taiwan.

In recent years, Liang also ap-
plies cognitive neuroscience in his
research on consumer behaviors
when they engage in online shop-
ping and uses functional magnetic
resonance imaging, a procedure
using MRItechnology that mea-
sures brain activity by detecting
associated changes in blood flow,
to explore the consumer’s brain
reactions toward different designs
of Web pages.

“Building international so-
cial network is vital for finding
research resources,” Liang said,

adding that he attends interna-
tional conferences at least twice a
year.

Though participating in inter-
national academic events may not
immediately enhance a profes-
sor’s performance, he said that
it is a good opportunity to meet
researchers around the world,
which might be very helpful for
research.

When asked about how to ap-
ply information technology to
higher education, Liang said that
teachers cannot be replaced by
technology because they play the
vital roles of guiding students to
learn professional knowledge, so

technology can only be an aid to
teaching.

After gaining a bachelor’s de-
gree in chemistry and a master’s
degree in business administration,
Liang said that he noticed that the
computer and the Internet indus-
try were on the rise. He then went
to the University of Pennsylvania
to study scientific decision-mak-
ing.

“As you saw, so will you
reap,” Liang said, adding that he
never expected what he has done
so far would lead him to the Leo
Award because he would only do
something if it is meaningful to
him or others.

Shoes delivered to Kenya through student-launched project

By Winnie Tsai (Z51H25)
Campus Reporter

Approximately 500 children in
Kenya received a pair of used
shoes as Christmas gifts by the
end of November, thanks to
the project “Shoes to Kenya”
launched by National Chengchi
University student Anna Cheng
(F277%).

The shoes in the project were
collected from the NCCU stu-
dents.

Cheng, a junior from the De-
partment of Finance, said that
she decided to start the project
after witnessing the barefooted
children in Kenya whose feet
constantly fester due to jiggers, a
tropical parasite that can cause an
inflammatory skin disease, when
she was a volunteer in Kenya.

She later searched on the Inter-
net and found another used shoe-
collecting project called “Step30
(E&#ERr)” on Facebook, which
has collected 10, 000 shoes within
just four days of its launch.

Cheng immediately contacted
the host of Step30 and collabo-
rated with him on the project.

“Our future goal is to turn the
project into a social enterprise,”
Cheng said.

According to Cheng, the
project has attained its short-
term goal of collecting 500 shoes
through Facebook campaign. It
has also succeeded in setting up a
stall at the side door of the NCCU
campus. While the project man-
aged to raise some funds, it is still
short of NT$11,400 to meet the
goal.

“Finding helpers is the tough-
est but also the most rewarding
experience in this project,” Cheng
said, adding that she could never
accomplish all the works with-
out the help of her
friends, the Depart-
ment of Finance,
and even some kind
strangers.

The heavy work
of moving the huge @,
amount of shoes &
to the storages was
carried out through
the students from =

the Department of =&

these shoes were provided free of
charge by Storeasy, a company
offering storage facilities near
NCCU.

Before reaching out to
Storeasy, Cheng has tried to apply
for a storage space and funding
from NCCU, but her application
was denied because the university
can only accept the application
on the condition that the project
is organized by a student club
instead of an individual. Cheng
suggested NCCU amend the
regulations and speed up the pro-
cess of verification to allow more
students to utilize the resources of

NCCU.
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Finance, and the The team collect shoes from NCCU students on
space for storing campus. Photo: Anna Cheng (f2 1] %)

NCCU Professor urges to abolish the benchmark policy for English
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By Humphry Lee (Z&%)
Campus Reporter

Her One-soon (fi#]IH), profes-
sor of Graduate Institute of Lin-
guistics in National Chengchi
University (NCCU), said that the
universities in Taiwan should not
make passing the benchmark test
for English as a requirement for
graduation because it did nothing
but harm to the college education.

“The university’s adoption of
the benchmark policy to test the
student’s English proficiency is
not consistent with the spirit of

the university autonomy at all,”
Her said on Dec. 29. in a public
hearing over the necessity of such
policy.

According to Her, the Min-
istry of Education will evaluate
universities and allocate fund-
ing based on the percentage of
students passing English tests,
like General English Proficiency
Test (GEPT) and Test of English
for International Communication
(TOEIC). This has led many uni-
versities in Taiwan to adopt the
benchmark policy, he said.

“The benchmark policy for
graduation has nothing to do with
English education in colleges,”
Her said.

Her also added that the course
“College English” in NCCU is
not offered to train students to
take English tests, so it is not rea-
sonable to implement the bench-
mark policy.

The university needs to ex-
amine students’ language ability
based on what it teaches them, he
said.

“If you ask students to take
English tests before you teach

them anything, it is just like kill-
ing them.”

The benchmark policy is ad-
opted by more than 90 percent
of the universities in Taiwan,
Her said, adding that they then
entrusted external agencies with
the task of assessing the student’s
English proficiency.

Her estimated that univer-
sity students in Taiwan need to
spend more than NT$1 billion
on English tests in order to meet
the graduation standard for Eng-
lish proficiency, which is a huge
amount of money that should be
better spent elsewhere.

Although learning English is
important, Her considered that
logical thinking, civic literacy,
emotional management and pro-
fessional skills are more impor-
tant to students.

Her suggested NCCU be the
first university in Taiwan to stop
requiring students to pass the
benchmark test for English as a
criterion to be met for graduation.
Instead, the university should im-
prove the way English is taught,
he said.




