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8.NCCU Spotlight

December 1, 2015

NCCU team wins Hult Prize

By Molly Huang (%)
Campus Reporter

Hult Prize CEO Ahmed Ashkar
gave the top-prize trophy to the
IMPCT Team at the National
Chengchi University (NCCU) on
Oct. 22 for the team’s innovative
solution to bridge the widening
gap between the early childhood
education of developed areas and
that of the urban slums.

The IMPCT team from In-
ternational Master of Business
Administration (IMBA) program,
including Andres Escobar from
El Salvador, Taylor Scobbie from
Canada, Juan Diego Prudot from
Honduras and Chen An-nung (F#
Z+Hg) from Taiwan, formed the
award-winning team.

The Hult Prize this year fo-
cused on the issue of “Early
Childhood Education.” Experts in
various backgrounds selected the
best idea, and the top prize was
announced by former US Presi-
dent Bill Clinton.

Commenting the IMPCT
team’s project, Clinton said that
the idea of a platform established
by the team allowed investors
from around the world to not only
make a difference to the world but
also to earn profits. This positive
investment cycle was what helped
IMPCT stand out, he said.

The team was also granted
USD$1 million as a reward.

According to the team, their
proposed solution seeks to replace
mere daycare facilities with ones
offering quality education to chil-
dren by providing infrastructure
and training for women in the
slums, who would be thereby
equipped with sufficient knowl-
edge to teach the kids while their
parents leave for work.

To fund these institutions,
which are called playcares, IM-
PCT team launched an online
platform through which caregiv-
ers from around the world can
make direct investments, keep
track of the funds and receive a
portion of the profits as dividends
that can be reinvested. The model
creates a positive and sustainable
investment cycle that offers an
alternative to charities, in which
there is only one-way relationship
between donators and receivers.

NCCU President Edward
Chow (F17—) called for the col-
laboration of students, teachers,
and enterprises to help solve the
problem of economic inequality.

The Taipei 101’s CEO Chris-
tina Sung (°K323H) said that it will
continue to devote itself to the
issues of corporate social respon-
sibility. She also stressed that the
corporation can help raise aware-

New Korean studies center opens in NCCU

By Vickie Lo (ZEfERE)
Staff Writer

The Center of Culture and Edu-
cation in Korean Studies was
opened on Nov. 18 at the National
Chengchi University (NCCU),
which was funded by the Acad-
emy of Korean Studies (AKS) in
South Korea.

According to the announce-
ment on AKS’s webpage, the
academy will provide $166 mil-
lion won (USD$141,553) annu-
ally for the center in the next five
years.

NCCU is one of the eight
universities included in the AKS
Core University Program for Ko-
rean Studies this year.

“The center aims to expand the
contents included in the Korean
Wave, or ‘Hallyu’ in Korean, to
the Greater China area. The center
is also established to enhance the
knowledge of teachers of Korean
studies so that the public’s interest
in Korean language could contin-
ue,” said Kuo Chiu-wen (3/fkZ8),
the director of the center and the
department of Korean Language
and Culture.

Kuo said that the center is
created based on “The Program
of Establishing Korean Studies
in Taiwan and Incubating Next-
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Generation Korean Educators in
the Northeastern Asia Regional
Context,” which is also one of the
“Core University Program for Ko-
rean Studies” stipulated by AKS.

AKS is a South Korean re-
search and educational institute
aiming to establish profound
research on Korean culture. It
was established in 1978 by the
Ministry of Education & Science
Technology in South Korea.

Kuo said that the university’s
Department of Korean Language
and Culture will celebrate its 60th
anniversary next year, and the
new center offers a new way to
develop the department.

“In the past, we focused on the
studies of the Korean literature
and language, but now we will
also introduce other aspects of
the Korean culture, such as pop
culture and regional studies,” she
said.

The center will also develop
the program to train teachers of
Korean studies, Kuo said, adding
that this project is to help them
meet their needs in the current
situation.

Kuo further said that center
would offer scholarships for stu-
dents majoring in Korean studies
and develop more young research
experts in Koreanology.

Cho Back-sang, the Rep-
resentative of Korean Mis-
sion in Taipei, said that the
relations between Taiwan
and South Korean is improv-
ing in recent years, and he
hopes that the center will be
another base in Taiwan to
promote the development of

the Korean culture.

ness of the social problems in
Taiwan.

Taylor Scobbie, one of the
founders of IMPCT, said that
the first playcare facility in
Taiwan would be founded in
a village of the Atayal Tribe
in Hsinchu. Different from its
focus on urban slums in Latin
American countries, Scobbie
said that business in Taiwan
would focus on the Aborigines
with specific emphasis on pre-
serving their native languages.

Lisa Chen (F#Z£H)), a Tai-
wanese activist who has been
devoting herself to the educa-
tion of Aboriginal children,
said that the cultural heritage
of indigenous tribes is about to
disappear as most of these children
do not know how to speak their
mother tongue anymore. With the
help of IMPCT, Chen also hoped
that the children could have better

care available for them in the fu-
ture.

Chen An-nung said that the
company plans to establish a total
of 100 playcares in Taiwan and
Latin America. She said that the
playcares in EI Salvador is al-

IMPCT team of IMBA wins the 2015 Hult Prize from the former US President
Bill Cliton. Photo: IMPCT team

ready in operation while projects
in Honduras, Guatemala, Mexico,
and Taiwan are underway. Corpo-
rations and individuals are wel-
comed to join the IMPCT team in
making a change in the world, she
said.

Bao-zhong Tea Festival launched as planned despite reduced budget

By Oscar Ko (fuffi£])
Campus Reporter

Despite reduced budget, the an-
nual Bao-zhong Tea Festival
was still launched this year on
Nov. 1, with students introduc-
ing their departments to senior
high school students visiting the
campus of the National Chengchi
University (NCCU).

In the past, the festival hosted
competitions among different de-
partments to choose the one that
gave the best guided tour. The
university would also choose
the department that has the best
poster pillars, on which students
can show the features of their
departments. However, competi-
tions for both categories were
cancelled because of the limited
budget.

Acting Secretary of Office of
Academic Affairs Wang Yang-
jong (E#E) said the budget of
the Bao-zhong Tea Festival was
NT$2 million last year. Howev-
er, it is reduced to NT$600,000
this year.

Wang said that the budget that
was cut would be used to search
for prospective students, adding
that the school is going to set up

a new office to
deal with enroll-
ment affairs.

According to
the Office of Ac-
ademic Affairs,
about 3,000 high
school students
from 28 senior
high schools
signed up for the
event this year.

“The number
of the schools
attending this
event did not decline,” Wang
said. “Maybe NCCU has built
up the reputation for the festival
among the high school students.”

Mona Liao (BI5%%), a fresh-
man of Stella Maris High School
in Hualien, said they took the
train to Taipei at 6:03am. Being
a member of Truku tribe (K&
%2), he said he was interested in
studying ethnology, adding that
the department teaches Mongo-
lian, Manchu, Amis (fe[25/%5E)
and other languages.

Nine departments held in-
depth guided tours for high
school students this year. Cheng
Hung-chang (f7%&%), associate
professor of Department of Inter-

OIC holds annual Study-Abroad Fair

By Kelly Fan (GukdH)
Campus reporter

Representatives from 62 partner
schools of the National Chengchi
University (NCCU) to promote
their exchange programs at the
annual study abroad fair (SAF),
which kicked off on Oct. 26.
According to the Office of
International Cooperation (OIC),
which organized the SAF, the
three-day event was designed to
provide information on studying
abroad and to promote various
exchange programs available for
NCCU students.
The organizer noted that repre-
sentatives from 62 partner schools
of NCCU would attend the first

day of the fair, offering an op-
portunity for students in NCCU to
ask questions about these partner
schools.

For the second day and the
third day of the fair, the organizer
provided more information on
student exchange program, short-
term summer program, overseas
internship and various scholarship
programs.

The university has been hold-
ing this event for eight years.
Allen Chen(F{Z1L), the adminis-
trator of International Educational
Section under OIC, said that they
used to collaborate with College
of Commerce or Career Develop-
ment Center to host SAF.

However, other departments

High school students explore NCCU on campus.
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national Business, told the high
school students that there would
be a lot of opportunities for them
to go abroad as exchange stu-
dents.

He said that English pro-
ficiency is very important for
prospective students, adding that
there would be an English oral
exam when students apply to en-
roll in the department.

Laura Lee (Z2%), a sopho-
more of National Taichung Sec-
ond Senior High School, said
that the guided tour was very
helpful. She said that language
was a tool, but the most crucial
thing was professional knowl-
edge.

have problem coordinating togeth-
er around the time SAF was held
this year, so they had to shorten
the fair time from previous five
days three days this year, he said.

NCCU President Edward Chow
(F#77—) encouraged students to
consider studying in Southeast
Asian countries, as too many stu-
dents prefer to go to North Ameri-
can or European countries. He said
Southeast Asian countries would
be a market with high potential in
the future.

“By studying abroad, students
can be exposed to more foreign
languages and different cultures.
The experience would enable our
students to work with different
kinds of people and their capacity
will be gradually enlarged as they
continue working,” Chow said.




