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NCCU ranks first in Enrollment Stability
among general Public Universities in Taiwan

NCCU’s “Enrollment Stability Rate” ranks first among other general public universities.
Photo: Center for Teaching and Learning Development.

by Hsin-Hsiu Liu ( Z1{£3% ) /Cam-
pus Reporter

At the end of 2018, the Ministry
of Education announced the data on

“Enrollment Stability Rate” for day
division Bachelor degree students
at colleges and universities. NCCU
is at 96.56%, ahead of National
Taiwan University, National Tsing

Hua University, National Chiao Tung
University and other general public
universities.

A diverse learning environment is an
important factor. Furthermore, NCCU
has extended the limitations for double
major/minor programs since 2018, and
also, a Class Recruitment system will
come online. There are also diverse
International Exchange resources,
said the Vice President for Academic
Affairs, Tsung-Yu Lai.

Using the Basic Database of enrolled
University Students, the Ministry
of Education compared enrollment
number of freshmen students in 2017,
with the number of students who are
still attending second year in the same
school in 2018 to derive the data for
each University. NCCU ranked first in
the 20 universities that attained a rate
higher than 95%. There are 171 public/
private universities and public/private
institutes or technical colleges in
Taiwan, and NCCU ranked first among

the general public universities.

Students stay if they learn without
obstacles and restrictions and also
what they want, said Tsung-Yu Lai. By
loosening the threshold of the double
major/minor program, NCCU allows
students to explore the subjects they
are truly interested in. Meanwhile,
there are more choices and freedom
for major subjects for students, as well
as a variety of opportunities to gain
expertise, which not only enhances
individual competitiveness in their
future careers, but also contributes
to self-growth. In addition, the Class
Recruitment system is being developed.
Students can propose a class plan, seek
guidance from professors inside and
outside the school, hoping to construct
a more open, independent and diverse
learning environment.

In response to student complaints
about the course selection system, Lai
indicates that according to the “Best
Course program,” departments can

only offer 40% of required courses and
each professor can only offer 12 credits
per year. This resulted in fewer courses
and larger classes, which may affect the
quality of teaching.

Currently, this program is being
reviewed, and a proposal has been

made to reduce the number of required |’

courses and restore the “overtime pay”
for professors.

In regards to equipment replacement,
the school is restricted by regulations.
Currently, NCCU will not raise the
tuition fees for the meantime. However,
the resources given by the Ministry of
Education are limited. Funds can only
be obtained through fundraising.

“We try our best to make equipment
replacement a priority in the school
budget,” said Lai. In order to improve
the equipment quality, he invites
departments and students to propose
priorities for renewal of equipment to
be discussed in school meetings.

First Recruitment of Science & Engineering high school majors by NCCU College of Communication

by The College of Communication

In response to the rapid development
of information technology and digital
media, the College of Communication
of NCCU has established a new
"Information Technology" course
to recruit science majors from high
school.

Social media have put a new face on
communications - news, advertising,
and broadcasting. In order to enhance
students' comprehensive ability, the
NCCU College of Communication
recruited 20 "science track” students
for the first time. There are 10
applicants for direct admission, 5
for star recommendations, and 5 by
examination score. This is a nation-
wide milestone.

Since 2014, the NCCU College of

Communication has promoted general
studies for the first two years in college.
Students start out acquiring related
knowledge, and in the third year, they
can choose their field of specialization.

To meet these demands, the College
of Communication has reformed
the curriculum and added Taiwan's
first cross-disciplinary program
"Information Technology", combining
"Communication" and "Information
Science" -.which includes basic
and advance courses, students will
be able to choose from a variety
of undergraduate courses such as
"Information Technology", "Digital
Communication", "Art Design" and
"Social Science" in addition to the
existing basic courses.

Professor Jyh-Jian Sheu, who
participated in the curriculum planning,

used to be a cross-disciplinary student.
His major was in Computer Science but
was also interested in Communication,
and later developed a series of theories
of innovative application thinking
with other teachers. The curriculum
plan will include courses with Basic
Programming Design, Statistics, Data
Structure and Algorithm. He expects
to provide integrated interdisciplinary
learning for students who major
in social sciences and science &
engineering.

As Technology evolves, the
development of communication
science now embraces digital media,
having an impact on humanities and
social sciences. The curriculum and the
development of education have shown
a paradigm shift, covering a wide
range of topics, contents and depths.

The College of Communication in the
world’s advanced countries include
art and culture, journalism, media,
technology, science, art creation,
finance and economics into their field
of studies, encouraging high school
students to adapt to rapidly changing
societies and industries through multi-
disciplinary communication courses of
the university education.

Communications education at top
universities has expanded from social
sciences and humanities to IT, said
Herng Su, Acting Dean of the College
of Communication. The College of
Communication at NCCU, which leads
the Communications education in
Taiwan, would not be absent from this
trend, she stated.

The goal of enrolling science track
students is to combine "technology"

Prof. Yuan-Tse Lin won the 7th Academia Sinica “Academic Award for Humanities

by Hsiang-Yin Chen ( F&#ARS )

Yuan-Tse Lin, professor of
Philosophy at NCCU, won the 7th
“Academic Award for Humanities and
Social Sciences” by the Academia

Sinica with his book on “The Ideas
about Post-conventional Confucian
Ethics of Responsibility”. He
mentioned that Confucianism should
not be regarded as an outdated old
theory, and it is not limited to the

Prof. Yuan-Tse Lin (third from right) won the 7th “Academic Award for Humanities and
Social Sciences” by the Academia Sinica. Photo: Academia Sinica

study of the history of philosophy or
history of thought. To understand the
meaning of Confucianism, it should
be discussed from the perspective of
whether Confucianism can once again
become the driving force for promoting
cultural development.

The Academia Sinica honors
five books each year, to encourage
humanities and social science
scholars to publish in-depth studies of
academic issues and make important
contributions. They pointed out that
Yuan-Tse Lin was trying to “restore
the basic insights that Confucianism
had before" and "start from the basic
insights of Confucianism, to propose
an inspiring solution to the problems
of contemporary practical philosophy,”

which not only refreshingly captures
Lin’s understanding of Confucianism,
but also "has important reference value
for universal ethical issues.”

Yuan-Tse Lin approached his
research in a whole new way. Rather
than the traditional practice of focusing
on Confucian figures, schools or
classics, he started from the perspective
of the highest order in the Post-
conventional Confucian Ethics of
Responsibility from Kohlberg’s Moral
Development Theory. Confucianism
can be translated into theory that
could be expressed without using
Confucianism concepts, to return
Confucianism to its origin, the moral
experience.

In addition, in light of the close

In response to the new admission
system, the college curriculum was
reformed at the same time. Photo: Jian-
Wen Yang

and "humanities" to cultivate top talents
needed in the job market. The College
of Communications is very pleased to
welcome high school science students
to study communications at NCCU.

and Social Sciences”

relationship between the mode of
thinking and language, and to study the
basic mode of Chinese people, Lin will
study the relationship between Chinese
and Chinese characters , and how that
affects special patterns in the how the
Chinese think.

As the CEO of the Chinese Cultural
Subjectivity Research Center, Lin
will conduct cross-domain integration
between these research work and
that of the center. His forth-coming
book will be about German classical
language philosophy. Lin will explore
the concept of rational communication
in a communication community, and
the political philosophy of “ruling with
rites.”

President Kuo looks forward to NCCU’s further progress in the Year of the Pig

by Hsiang-Yin Chen and Wen-Lin
Liu ( BEAERS ~ B SCHE ) /Campus

Reporter

The new President of NCCU, Ming-
Cheng Kuo, two Vice Presidents
Mei-Lie Chu, Wen-Chich Wang and
the Secretary-General, Lai-jier Her,
brought greetings for the Year of the
Pig to administrative staffs on the last
work day before the Lunar New Year.

As the administrative building is
still under renovation, President Kuo is
very grateful to fellow colleagues for
their hard work while administrative
units have been temporary distributed
to different offices around the campus.
Also, NCCU’s technicians and workers

help to maintain a good teaching and
research environment.

On the first working day after the
holiday, NCCU held the gathering
to celebrate the Spring Festival
on February 12th. In addition to
appreciating the new administrative
team, Kuo affirmed the effort of all
colleagues and looked forward to the
team making further efforts in the
future. Other than present professors
and staff members, some retirees and
alumni also came back to school to
celebrate together.

In his speech, President Kuo
indicated that “Regional Revitalization”
is an important goal in the New
Year. He hopes to contribute to local

infrastructure and maximize local
resources to help rural areas in Taiwan.
Regarding the school curriculum, Kuo
plans to offer more courses during the
summer vacation. Also, he wants to
bring in more international resources
for NCCU, so students will have more
choices in learning.

President Kuo is looking forward to
strengthening the connection between
the alumni and NCCU and giving
more assistance to currently enrolled
students. "NCCU has a bright future,”
he said with confidence, and hopes
that the teachers, students and all the
colleagues can work together at the
beginning of the new year to take
NCCU to a better future.

Professor Chin-Herng Yan, aged
89, who served NCCU for 40 years,
gave a tribute as a representative of
the retirees. He reminded the alumni
from all over the world to keep their
alma mater in mind, give back to the
alma mater and regard the progress and
development of the alma mater as their
greatest pride.

Besides the popular lottery activity,
the dance performance of the children
from the Affiliated Experimental
Elementary School Preschool of NCCU
was also very eye-catching, which
spread happiness to the audience.
The faculty and staff club of the Five
Animals Frolics put on a wonderful Tai
Chi performance, adding to the festive

atmosphere of the traditional Chinese
Year.

President Ming-Cheng Kuo (fourth
from front-left) , Vice President
Mei-Lie Chu (fifth from front-left)
and Secretary-General Lai-jier Her
(third from front-left) wished library
colleagues a happy new year.
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