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NCCU

NATIONAL CHENGCHI UNIVERSITY (NCCU)
PARTICIPATES IN SCRC INAUGURATION
CEREMONY IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC,

AIMING TO DEEPEN ACADEMIC COOPERATION

IN CENTRAL EUROPE

Avrticle by Office of Intemational Cooperation

On November 24, NCCU President Tsai-Yen Li and a
delegation of NCCU officials visited Charles University in
the Czech Republic to attend the opening ceremony for the
"Supply Chain Resilience Center" (SCRC) cooperation. NCCU
President Tsai-Yen Li and the Rector of Charles University,
Prof. Milena Krali¢kovéa signed the cooperation agreement,
confirming the allocation of funds for the five-year project.
During the visit, President Li also visited NCCU's partnered
universities, the University of Vienna in Austria, and Masaryk
University in the Czech Republic, to expand the university's
academic cooperation in Central Europe.

In addition to President Tsai-Yen Li, 16 representatives from
six NCCU colleges (International College of Innovation,
College of Social Science, College of Science, College
of Commerce, College of Communication, and College
of Foreign Languages) also visited Charlese University
for three days as part of the SCRC project. Prior to the
ceremony, they held working meetings with relevant
departments at Charles University. During the inauguration,
President Li and Charles University President Kralickova
performed at the ceremony with Tsung-Tsong Wu, Minister
of National Science and Technology Council; Liang-Ruey
Ke, The Representative of the Taipei Economic and Cultural
Office in Czech Republic; Milo§ Vystréil, President of the
Czech Senate; and Markéta Pekarova Adamova, the
President of the Czech Chamber of Deputies. The event was
attended by esteemed delegates from both universities and
distinguished officials from the governments.

In his speech, President Tsai-Yen Li emphasized the
importance of a stable chip supply for national security,
democratic freedom, and a sustainable future. He expressed
the honor of representing Taiwan in collaborating with Charles
University in semiconductor supply research, delving into the

Article by Office of International Cooperation

Initiated by Associate Professor Gao Zhen-Hong of the
Department of Chinese Literature at National Chengchi
University, the joint pilgrimage organized by Jingmei Jiying
Temple garnered enthusiastic responses from international
students. Participants from countries such as Japan, Thailand,
Germany, Malaysia, Vietnam, Austria, and Estonia joined
together to immerse themselves in Taiwan's temple culture.

This joint pilgrimage involved nearly 60 voluntary international
student participants, invited through the university's Office of
International Cooperation. Gao Zhen-Hong mentioned that two
weeks prior, he fortuitously encountered the Chief Executive
Officer of Jiying Temple, Gao Jin-Liang. They discussed the
curiosity of international students about Taiwan's temple culture,
leading to the idea of incorporating the celebration to provide
international students with firsthand experiences.

Every year on the 15th day of the lunar month of October,

The participation in the pilgrimage has contributed to cultural
understanding and engagement among the international students

within the neighborhood. (Photo credit: NCCU secretariat)

geopolitics behind chip supply chains, and cultivating future
talents. He highlighted the goal of ensuring both Taiwan and
the Czech Republic progress steadily and lead internationally
in semiconductor technology, promoting a sustainable future.

This SCRC cooperation was started from a memorandum
signed by President Tsai-Yen Li and Charles University Vice
President Jan Polak at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in March
of this year. At this crucial moment in the reorganization of the
semiconductor supply chain, the project will run from 2023 to
2027. It will integrate expertise from scholars in Taiwan and
the Czech Republic in geopolitics, supply chain resilience,
educational investment, and environmental sustainability. The
collaboration aims to enhance the resilience of the Czech
semiconductor industry, facilitate cooperation and exchanges
between experts and scholars from both countries, engage
in industry-academia collaboration, and increase the project's
impact. This project marks a milestone in Taiwan-Czech social
science cooperation in the context of high technology.

During the visit, the NCCU delegation also visited two
nearby partner universities: the University of Vienna in
Austria and Masaryk University in the Czech Republic. The
University of Vienna, Central Europe's largest teaching and
research institution, ranked 130th in the 2023 QS World
University Rankings and has produced 21 Nobel laureates.
President Tsai-Yen Li and the University of Vienna President
Sebastian Schitze expressed their hope to deepen bilateral
cooperation, expanding beyond student exchanges to
include research collaboration in areas such as information
technology, artificial intelligence, and politics.

Masaryk University, located in Brno, the second-largest
city in the Czech Republic, is one of the most competitive
universities in the country. In 2008, it signed a university-level
MOU with NCCU. During the visit, NCCU representatives and
Masaryk University discussed future collaboration directions

Jingmei Jiying Temple organizes a joint pilgrimage activity.
Recently, participants gathered from ten temples, including
Muzha Jiying Temple, Jingmei Datian Temple, Wangingyan,
and Gongguan Fude Temple. The procession started from
Jingmei Jiying Temple, with international students pushing
the divine palanquin and assisting in distributing blessed
items along the way. The route covered various areas such
as Jingmei, Wanfang, Xinglong, and Gongguan, creating a
lively and vibrant atmosphere.

To help international students understand the local temple
culture, Gao Zhen-Hong worked with Jiying Temple's Cultural
and Historical Affairs Division to compile information on
the temple's history and festival activities, translating and
condensing it into English. The temple also specially designed
commemorative shirts for the palanquin team, distributing them
to every student participating in the event to aid their cultural
understanding and integration into the activity. Gao hopes
that through this event, international students will have the
opportunity to comprehend Taiwan's folk beliefs and, with their

Many international students continued to participate in
a banquet at night.(Photo credit: Albert Yu)

President Tsai-Yen Li and the Rector of Charles University,
Prof. Milena KraliCkova signed the cooperation agreement
for SCRC, confirming the allocation of funds for the five-year
project. (Photo credit: Charles University)

The inauguration of the SCRC was graced by the presence
of esteemed delegates from Taiwan and Czech Republic,
who performed the ribbon-cutting ceremony. From left to
right: Liang-Ruey Ke, The Representative of the Taipei
Economic and Cultural Office in Czech Republic; Tsung-
Tsong Wu, Minister of National Science and Technology
Council; NCCU President Tsai-Yen Li, the Rector of Charles
University, Prof. Milena KraliCkova; Markéta Pekarova
Adamova, the President of the Czech Chamber of Deputies,
and Milo$ Vystrcil, President of the Czech Senate.(Photo
credit: Charles University )

in cyber security, regional economics, supply chain resilience,
and language learning within the Faculty of Informatics
and the Faculty of Arts. NCCU looks forward to continuing
academic cooperation with internationally renowned
universities to enhance students' understanding of the global
community and promote further exchange and collaboration.

participation, change the negative impressions some people
may have about Taiwan's temple festivals. In the evening, many
international students continued to participate in a banquet,
enjoying local delicacies and experiencing the warm Taiwanese
hospitality through the unique round-table dining format.

"l feel very happy! Seeing community residents come
together and work hard for a common cause is very
touching!" exclaimed Panjasri, a Thailand student at the
NCCU International Doctoral Program in Asia-Pacific Studies.
Focused on rituals and religious activities, he immediately
signed up upon hearing about the event. "In Thailand, we don't
have activities where we invite deities to visit other temples."
In addition to finding the temple culture intriguing, Panjasri
is also curious about the impact of Taiwanese folk beliefs on
community cohesion and looks forward to participating in the
pilgrimage again. Despite the scorching sun during the event,
the enthusiasm of international students remained high. Gao
Yixiu, the chairman of Jingmei Jiying Temple, stated, "Many
people internationally don't know what Taiwan's temple culture
is about. We welcome international students to participate and
let more people know about the beauty of our folk beliefs."

The university's Office of International Cooperation actively
strives to create a mutually beneficial relationship with the
community through the NCCU Gilobal Village, embodying the
spirit of "international perspective, local experience." The goal
is to encourage international students to deeply engage in
community affairs, bringing opportunities for cultural interaction
with diverse languages and cultures to the local community.
The Office of International Cooperation expresses its gratitude,
stating, "NCCU hopes that international students in Taiwan,
in addition to studying Chinese and professional courses, can
also delve into understanding Taiwan's local culture. We are
very grateful to Jingmei Jiying Temple for providing international
students with this rare experiential opportunity, and the
students' response has been very enthusiastic.
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