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My first impression of NCCU is that
it was very well organized! Since |
am studying Mandarin here, | have
been working with the OIC. They have
been very good at communicating
and sharing information, so | felt very
prepared to start classes. In addition,
| think the campus is rather large,
spacious, and has many unique
buildings. I'm also excited to try the
nearby shops and restaurants!

| expect to be able to spend most
of my time learning Mandarin and
hopefully be conversational by the
time | leave! Not only that, | hope to
experience as much Taiwanese culture
as possible and better understand
daily life here. | hope to immerse
myself in Taiwanese arts and maybe

The first impression | got from
NCCU was that it has such a huge
campus. It holds many fields and
courts for exercising, which are very
useful if you only have short school
days like me.

Also a lot of foreign students enroll in
NCCU which is good for socializing.

A few things that you expect to do in

| expect to sharpen my Mandarin
skill, get to meet some new people
and have loads of fun!

First impression of NCCU

I love NCCU’s Campus. My German
university does not really have one
as it is spread throughout the city,
so having a campus with everything
more or less in walking distance is a
new (and nice!) experience for me.

°f @2

| hope | can travel the whole island,
but | am also looking forward to
exploring the different districts in
Taipei itself. At NCCU | expect to
spend lots of time in the library - but
that’s a beautiful place, so | don’t
mind that at all.

The natural environment of NCCU
is VERY natural. | love that the
hilltop buildings and dormitories are
surrounded by nature. Whenever
| look out of my window, | see a
magnificent view of the mountain,
sky and Taipei, which makes
me want to start to go out for an
adventure.

Taiwan or NCCU.

I will like to bring myself closer to all
about Taiwan as much as possible
and share unseen aspects of Taiwan
to everyone through the content on
my personal blog and also video
platforms. | want to make people
know more about Taiwan because
there are many special stories that

The campus is surrounded by
mountains and rivers, which is so
close to nature. In addition, the
view up the mountain is awesome
— a great place to buckle down
and study!

learn calligraphy or an instrument.

are worth exploring.

| feel excited to step out of my
comfort zone and improve my
Chinese, and I'm really looking
forward to taste Taiwanese
delicacies!

The journey of National Chengchi University’s international
student, looking for accommodation in Taiwan

Article by Hsu Wei-Shiuan. Editor: Chang Kai-Feng

Students in National Chengchi University (NCCU) face many
challenges in finding accommodation. There is a shortage of
dormitories on campus. Also, the quality of off-campus flats is
not stable and could be pricey. Malaysian student Huang Jing-
Ting, a senior Chinese Literature major, has been studying in
Taiwan for over three years and has lived in three different types of
accommodation, including a student dormitory, a shared apartment,
and a single suite. She has learned a lot and gained tips from her
viewing experiences.

Huang had shared a flat with her friend after finishing her second year.
Although they could care for each other, privacy and freedom were still
limited as they had to coordinate with each other. "After going through a
long, unpleasant adjustment period with my roommate, | decided to rent
my own place next time,” said Huang.

The journey of looking for accommodation is not easy for NCCU
students. It is very difficult to find a place near the school with good
living conditions. Huang said that she often browsed the NCCU
Tenants’ Facebook group page, but could not find suitable housing.
Sometimes when she finally found an ideal space, they were all rented
out. Huang, especially, could relate to international students who try
to rent an apartment as some local landlords are unwilling to deal with

foreigners. “l am lucky that the landlords | met so far are very friendly
and caring,” said Huang with a smile.

Huang reminded her younger fellow students to be extra cautious
when going flat-hunting. She shared that she went to check up on a
place that was in excellent condition. “The place was very nice, but
the landlord told me that | could stay there for three months for free,
which sounds very strange,” explained Huang.

Even though such a place is rare to come across, Huang became
suspicious about the free-trial living offer, so she decided to let go of it
and preferred to go with a normal and reasonable way to rent a room.

Huang said that the rental market near NCCU is uneven hence she
suggested doing the research and listing the ideal qualities of the
rental estate first. She said that do not change what the heart wants
and go with the market as a quality living place is important to one’s
physical and mental conditions. It may have negative impacts on one’s
academic performance, work, and daily life if made the wrong decision.

Huang is very satisfied with her current residence. She has learned
a lot from those experiences, which enriches her university life.
Huang noted that if she had to choose again, she would still
rent a place outside the university, as it allows her to develop
independence and autonomy while having her own space.

The sweet spots of
Huang’s current single
room. (Photo by Huang

Jing-Ting)
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